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                 Newsletter – 25th January 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It is now a few weeks into the spring term and I do hope you are keeping well and managing all of the 

challenges that this pandemic keeps throwing at us?  We understand how busy you must be, juggling 

online learning with work and home life and really appreciate everything you are doing to help your child 

with their learning. We are especially mindful of the fact that many families are having to manage home-

learning for more than one child and keep up to date with all of the text messages, emails and zoom invites 

that not just Elmwood Infants but other schools may be sending to you too! You are doing a tremendous 

job – thank you.  

 

As you can imagine, it has been incredibly busy for the staff as they work from home and from school. 

Trying to keep up with the announcements from the government has been challenging, especially as we 

hear about developments at the same time as you do – via the news!  We have thought carefully about our 

remote learning offer, trying to balance the quantity and type of learning, whilst recognising that access to 

devices can be limited.  Please don’t try and do it all! An absolute maximum of 3 hours of home learning a 

day (government guidance) but if 20 minutes of reading is all you can manage on some days, that’s fine 

too. Be kind yourself and don’t put too much pressure on yourself if things don’t go according to plan. We 

have days like that at school too! 

 

Generally all of our school community are keeping safe and 

well, although we know that some members of our 

community have been impacted quite significantly by the 

virus. Our thoughts go out to all of our staff, parents, carers 

and pupils who have lost loved ones. Please let us know if 

there is anything we can do to help.  

 

This week we have had to close one of our Year 2 groups 

because of a confirmed case. However, we will be welcoming 

them back to school from next Monday, after they have 

completed their 10 days of self-isolation.   

 

Our Covid Action Plan gives details of all of the measures we 

have in place to keep our community safe.  You can 

download this document from our website.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  

Access to a Device and Mobile 

Data 

You may have heard in the news about the 

government’s allocation of laptops to 

schools? Frustratingly, this only applies to 

schools with junior or secondary aged 

pupils and not to infant schools or 

nurseries. This has meant that we only 

have a very limited number of devices 

available to loan, as we have had to use 

the laptops that we would usually use in 

school. If your child has difficulty accessing 

home learning because of a lack of devices 

in the home, please let us know and we 

will try our best to help you. 

We also have a small number of SIM cards, 

providing data to help with online learning. 

If you would find a SIM card helpful, please 

let your child’s class teacher know or 

contact us via support@elmwood-

inf.croydon.sch.uk 

 

Food Bank Donations 

 You are amazing! Thank you for your donations to our 

food bank. These have helped to replenish our stocks and 

means we can re-offer bags again from this week. 
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Face Coverings If your child is part 

of a key-worker group at school, 

please make sure you wear a face 

covering when you drop off and collect 

your child from school 

 

 

  

Key Worker Places 

We continue to get requests for key-

worker places each week. This is 

especially tricky to organise particularly 

when a place is requested for the 

following day. We currently have a 

waiting list for each of our groups as we 

are limiting the number in each of these 

bubbles to 10 children.  If you are a key 

worker and think you may need a space 

in the coming weeks, it is important that 

you request a place now so that staffing 

can be planned. No further requests will 

be accepted after Wednesday 27th 

January.  

The best place for your child to be at the 

moment is at home. Please only use a 

key worker space if you have no other 

choice. 

 

COVID Symptoms 

We’ve noticed that a number of people have recently tested 

positive with symptoms such as tiredness,  loss of taste or 

smell, aches and pains, headache, sore throat, nasal 

congestion, red eyes, diarrhoea, skin rash and not just a 

cough or high temperature.  If a member of your family has 

any of these symptoms, however slight, please self-isolate 

and arrange a test. 

 

Weekly Phone Calls Your 

child’s class teacher will continue 

to call you each week to find out 

how you are and to answer any 

queries you may have. Please 

watch out for this call – it may be 

from a withheld number. 

 

Zoom Communication 

We hope you are enjoying the parent meetings held fortnightly 

on Zoom? These are a good opportunity for us to say hello and 

to keep you updated. Watch out for details of the next meetings 

– these will take place during the week beginning 1st February. 

We are really enjoying the Friday assemblies with Years 1 and 2. 

It is lovely to be able to see the children and to have a bit of our 

‘normal’ routine in place each week.  If you haven’t yet joined us, 

please log into Zoom and join us this Friday at 10.30am for Year 

2 and 11am for Year 1.  The password for the assembly is 

uploaded to SeeSaw each week. 

To keep the children safe whilst taking part in zoom activities 

please ensure: 

1) There is an adult in the room supervising your child. 

2) There is nothing around your child that may cause others 

to be offended.  

3) Everyone in the household is fully dressed, including 

toddlers. 

4) Children are given the time to enjoy the Zoom event and 

are not distracted by other siblings. 

Food Vouchers 

 Thanks very much for your patience as we sorted out the 

lunch parcels - and then the food vouchers. Now the 

government has confirmed that schools can issue vouchers 

during term time, we have been able to send a voucher to all 

families eligible for benefits- related free school meals. If this 

applies to you, please watch out for a voucher that you should 

receive towards the end of this week. This has been sent to 

you through the post.  

Nursery sessions  

These are available because the 

government expects pre-school 

settings to remain open. However, 

in order to support the community 

in limiting the spread of the virus, 

we would urge you to keep your 

child at home rather than accessing 

these sessions. 


