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   Newsletter – 19th July 2021 

Hello Parents and Carers,  

 

This is the last newsletter of the school year and there is a great deal to pack into it!  We have had 

an incredibly busy few weeks, including the challenge of an increasing number of children and 

adults with symptoms of covid, resulting in a few classes that have had to self-isolate.    

 

On behalf of all of the staff and governors, I would like to thank you for your incredible support 

throughout the year, as we have worked our way through the pandemic. We have often had to 

change things at short notice and you have been so understanding about this, accepting the 

difficult decisions that have been made in order to keep us all safe.  From September, we are 

hopeful that school routines will be able to return to pre-pandemic times and have updated our 

Covid Action Plan to reflect this. The action plan is available on our website for anyone wanting 

more detail about the arrangements for September, although, of course, these might change if the 

government guidance is amended during the summer holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start and End of the School Day 

Thank you to everyone who completed the 

questionnaire about the staggered start and end to the 

school day. Whilst there were lots of positive comments 

about the staggered times, they do impact significantly 

on the length of the school day, with less time available 

for learning.  With restrictions easing, we hope to return 

to our pre-pandemic timings, which are: 

Drop Off- 8.50am – 9.00am  

Collection – 3.10pm – 3.20pm 

If your child will be attending our Nursery, the times for the 

morning session are: 

Drop Off -8.30am – 8.50 am 

 Collection 11.20-11.30am 

And for the afternoon they are: 

Drop Off 12.20pm – 12.30pm 

Collection 3.10pm – 3.20pm 

 

 

Year 2 Graduation!  

Our wonderful Year 2 children 

will be graduating from the 

Infant School in a few days’ 

time!  

We are looking forward to 

celebrating their achievements 

in a ceremony for each class. 

These are taking place across 

the day on Thursday 22nd July.  

Parents/Carers, please join us 

via the Zoom link that has 

been sent to you by Miss 

Payne.  

For safeguarding reasons only 

parents/carers are able to 

attend this virtual assembly.  



           Article 17 - Children have the right to information & to speak out/be heard. 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff News…Staff News… 

As we come to the end of term, there is a lot of staff news to share with you!  Firstly, 

congratulations to Mrs Amin, who has just given birth to her second child – a baby boy, and 

to Miss Chard who is getting married at the weekend and returns to school in September as 

Mrs Rudduck. 

We have a few members of staff that we are saying farewell to as they move onto new jobs 

or leave to spend more time with family and friends. Mrs Lane, Mrs Irwin and Mrs Feasy 

are retiring after lots and lots and lots of years working at Elmwood. The school won’t seem 

quite the same without them! We also wish Mrs Reapy, Miss Ford and Miss King all the best 

as they start new jobs and extend a thank you to Mrs Hussain as she leaves at the end of 

term too.   

We welcome Mr Cooper to Elmwood as our new Headteacher and say hello to Miss Spooner, 

who joins our teaching team. We are also welcoming Mrs Osborne, Mrs Brown and Miss 

Poorman who join us as Teaching Assistants. We are pleased to confirm that Miss Camp is 

remaining with us for another year and welcome Mrs Murphy back to her full time role as 

class teacher and Year Group leader for Year 2. 

 

Eid Party Day!  

It is a day for party clothes again on Wednesday 

21st July as we celebrate Eid al-Adha with our 

school community.  If you are celebrating Eid, 

you are welcome to bring your child to school a 

little later that morning (by 10am) and collect 

your child at 2pm, without it impacting on their 

attendance.  

We hope this give you a little more time to 

celebrate at the start and end of the day but 

without your child having to miss a day of 

school.  

 

 

Food Vouchers for the Summer Holidays 

If your child is eligible for a benefits related free school meal, you should have 

received two £30 vouchers to help with the cost of food over the summer holidays. 

Please contact the school office as soon as possible if you have a query about your 

vouchers. Unfortunately, we will not be able to assist you with any issues during 

the summer break.  

Breakfast and After School 
Club 

Places at our breakfast and after 
school clubs are filling fast!  If you 
need to rely on a place for your 
child from September, please 

book as soon as possible. Details 
and an online booking form are 

available on our website. 
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We finish this term on Friday 23rd July (normal time) and 

 return on Monday 6th September 2021 
 
 

 

 

 

Show Racism the Red Card 

Racism in football has reared its ugly head again as we have seen some of the black England football 

players being racially abused after a match that should have left us talking about team work and 

achievement. As a rights respecting school and one that has equality, diversity and anti-racism at the 

heart of our ethos, we felt that it was important to talk to the children about this issue, especially  as we 

have been supporting  the ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ organisation for many year.  

Today in our assembly, we showed the children a video from Newsround and talked about how racism 

makes people feel – when they hear it, see it or experience it.  The Newround site has lots of helpful 

material on it, explaining issues and news in a child-friendly way.  You may want to use it to help you 

open up a conversation with your child about this issue or any other important news item.  

As a school, we will continue to do everything we can to stamp our racism.  

On a positive note, we have finally received the award for last year’s Show Racism the Red Card 

competition, which was won by Owls when they were with Miss Chard in Sharks.  We have won an 

award in respect of our SRTRC work for over 12 years!  

 

A Final Message from Miss Harris 

The time has come for me to say farewell and to wish you and your family all 

the very best for the future. It has been an absolute privilege to have been the 

Headteacher of Elmwood Infant School and Nursery. I joined the school at the 

start of the summer term in 2015 and have loved every moment, pandemic 

aside! However, leading Elmwood through the pandemic has shown just how 

special our school community is as we worked in partnership together to 

overcome the hurdles we faced. I am moving on to be the CEO for PACE 

Academy Trust, which is a partnership of schools across Merton and Croydon. I 

am not going far and know that the staff will keep me informed about all of the 

incredible things that Elmwood will continue to achieve under the leadership of 

Mr Cooper. 

Thank you to each and every one of you for making our school such an 

incredible place to teach, learn and work. 


