
Our topic this half term is EXPLORERS and we have collected some ideas to keep your child busy 
whilst you are isolating and keeping safe at home. If you need any further support, please contact us 
via support@elmwood-inf.croydon.sch.uk.  If you want to send photos to us on 
Seesaw, please do and we will ‘like’ and acknowledge the work.  

 

Best wishes, 

All at Elmwood Infants 

mailto:support@elmwood-inf.croydon.sch.uk


What do you know about explorers? 

Ask your child to tell you all about what they al-
ready know about explorers. Discuss what adven-
tures they’d like to go on if they were an explorer 
and then support them with some of the activities.  

What do explorers need to take on their ad-
ventures? Can you think of all the things an ex-
plorer needs in their backpack? You can write a list 
or draw pictures and label them. (Backpack ideas 
and a blank template are included) 

 

Do you know any stories about explorers? 
Read the story about these brave penguin explor-
ers. Talk about the story together. What do you 
think will happen? Who were the main characters? 
What was your favourite part of the story? 

Story included. 

Can you share what you know?  

Make a poster or create a mind map to tell us 
about explorers.  

adventurous 

 

 

 

 

like to explore 

Pretend you are a brave explorer. What have 
you discovered? Draw the animal or item in your 
sketch pad (sheet included). Then write about it to 
tell us all about it.  

Can you fill in the gaps with the right de-
scribing word? Use the adjectives (describing 
words) in the box at the bottom of the sheet to fill 
in the missing words for a job advert for an explor-
er. (Sheets included) 

Literacy 

Linked activity 

 We need your help to 

find new explorers to 

join us! brave  



You are a brave explorer! Write a postcard to tell 
your family about your exciting adventure. 

Pretend you are a sea explorer. 

Write a diary about your under water adventures. 
Have you spotted your class animal? (Sheet includ-
ed) 

Eddie the explorer has written to you! Write a 
postcard to reply to Eddie. Where would you like 
to explore? What do you want to see? (Eddie Ex-
plorer’s postcard and blank template included) 

Listen to and watch the top 10 stories.  Talk about 
the stories together. What do you think will hap-
pen? Who was your favourite character? What 
was your favourite part of the story? 

Links are included.  

Get active and pretend to be an explorer at home. 

Listen to the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 
using this link; https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0gyI6ykDwds. Then use your imagination and 
go on your own adventure inside your home. What 
will you find? What sounds can you hear as you 
explore? 

Read the ‘Five Little Polar Bears’ rhyme using lots 
of expression. Can you practise it and perform it 
for your family? You could send us a video on See-
Saw. 

Literacy 



Counting  

Which animals did the explorer see on her adven-
ture? Can you count them and write the number in 
the circle. (Sheet included) 

 

Positional language                              
Where is the penguin hiding? Can you use the 
right word to describe where he is in each picture? 
(pictures and vocabulary cards included) 

 

 

 

 

Then hide one of your toys in different     
places so you can practise using all the     
different vocabulary. 

Adding 

A deep sea explorer spotted all the sea crea-
tures. Can you add them together? 

Play ‘I Spy…’ and practise counting.           

Be a rainforest explorer and count the number of 
each type of animal. Then write it in the box. 
(Sheet included) 

Subtracting 

Can you take away to find the correct answer? Use the 
number line to help you count back.  

 

Size Ordering 

Eddie Explorer saw lots of different polar bears 
when he went to the Arctic. Can you cut them out 
and order them from smallest to biggest? (Sheet 
included) 

Numeracy 



Make your own game of snakes and ladders and 
play it together.  You could go up to 20, 30 or 
50.  

Learn to count up and back in ones on ICT 
games—whack a mole. 

Learn to order numbers on ICT games. Try 1-10, 
then 1-20 and then further if your child is        
confident.  

Use ICT games to help your child learn their num-
ber bonds to 10. 

Make up repeated  shape patterns with your child 
and see if they can continue them.  

Go on a shape hunt. What 2D shapes can you see 
around your home? 

Numeracy 



Take it in turns counting in ones up to 30. What 
do you notice about the numbers? Which numbers 
are odd and which are even? Make a number line 
together, write  the odd numbers in one colour 
and even in another.  

Use the splat square to practise finding different 
numbers on a 100 square or use the square at-
tached.  

Find 10 objects and find different ways to make 
10. Can you write the matching number sentenc-
es? 

Use the same 10 objects and take away a few. 
How many are left? Can you write the matching 
number sentences? 

Can you be creative and make the digits 1– 10 in 
different ways? Use sticks or playdough to make 
the digits. 

Go over numbers and how we form them correctly 
starting from the top of the number.  

Numeracy 



Investigate! 
Can you make a recycled boat for a mini explorer? 
Use a little toy (like the ones in the picture) and 
experiment with different materials around the 
house (e.g. cups, paper, plastic bags, paper towel, 
a cardboard box, fruit peels, yogurt pots, etc) to 
see if they’ll sink or float. Remember the boat 
needs to stay dry and keep water out too. What 
will make the best boat? Why? (Sheet included) 
 
 
 
 

Explore the world! 

Look at the maps with your grown up. Where do 
we live? Where have you or your grown up trav-
elled to? Where would you like to go? Can you 
find all the places on a map. You could find out 
more about each place by researching them on kid-
dle.co (a safe search engine for children)  

Antarctic explorers see lots of penguins on their 
adventures. Can you draw a penguin?  

Learn how to draw a cute, little penguin in 6 easy steps 
and create your own penguin family. (Instructions in-
cluded) 

Act it out!  Can you cut out the polar bears and 
create lolly stick puppets? Then act out the ‘Five 
Little Polar Bears’ rhyme.  

Get creative! 

Paint a picture or create a collage of an animal or 
place you would like to see if you were an explor-
er. 

Design! 

Can you design the perfect outfit for an explorer? 
What would they need to wear if they were explor-
ing the Antarctic? How would they keep warm and 
dry?   

What if they were exploring the desert? How 
would they keep cool and avoid getting sunburnt? 
(Sheet included) 

 

Topic Ideas  

kiddle.co
kiddle.co


Use phonics play to learn to read tricky words 
from each phase. Move on to the next phase once 
your child is confident.  

Use ICT games and play the game phonics finder 
to help your child find CCCVC words and words 
with the sounds below.  

Use phonics play to listen to a sound and ask your 
child to find the matching grapheme.  

Use phonics play to read the words. Talk to your 
child about whether the word is real or not real. 
Move through the phases if your child is confident-
ly reading words correctly. Encourage them to use 
their sounds.  

Play the sound hunter game: pick a sound, can you 
find something around the house with that sound 
in? How many can you find? How many different 
sounds can you find things for? EG. A: apple, cat.  

Complete the weekly phonics flyer. Use Purple 
Mash and the Phonics Cloze game to match the 
sound/s you have learnt. You could also play activ-
ities on phonics play matched to them.  

Phonics 



Use Youtube to do daily yoga using ‘Cosmic Yoga’.  Use junk materials to make animals, robots or    
aliens.  

Play board games or complete a puzzle together. 

Sing songs such as head, shoulders, knees and toes 
or Tony chestnut https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=e1aYOPINZxE.  

Visit the Krokotak website for crafts to do. Let 
your child choose some fun things to make.  http://
krokotak.com/  

Make a memory box 
Fill the box with objects, drawings or sentences of 
special memories. If you made one during the last 
holidays, add some new memories to it. 

Extra Ideas 

http://krokotak.com/
http://krokotak.com/


Do daily exercise/PE lessons with Joe Wicks 

https://www.youtube.com/user/thebodycoach1 

Make a table hammock using a sheet. You could 
read a book in it. Share as many books as       
possible. There is a page attached with some online 
links for books.  

Make a ‘Jar of hopes’ to look forward to. Instruc-
tions attached.  

Check Seesaw for activities set for your child.  Check Purple Mash for activities set for your child 
or use some of the activities on there for reading 
or numeracy. 

Go on Education City and use some of the learning 
games for year 1.  

Extra Ideas 



map 

warm coat  

scarf and hat 



What does an explorer need to take on an adventure?  

































Pictures for your mind map or poster about explorers or you can always draw your own picture. 



Explorer’s Sketch Pad 

What have you found on your adventures?  













Where is the penguin hiding? Use the vocabulary cards to help you. 

The penguin is hiding behind the explorer! 

Then hide one of your toys in different places so you can practise using all the different vocabulary. 







Try this challenge to start with…                                                      This is a trickier subtraction challenge if you’re feeling really confident! 





Can you make a recycled boat for a mini explorer?  
 
Find a little toy at home (like the ones in the pictures) that can be your mini explorer.  

Collect some different recycled materials from around your home (e.g. foil, plastic or paper cups, 
newspaper, plastic bags, paper towel, a cardboard box, fruit peels, yogurt pots, etc) . Make sure 

you do this with your grown up. Then fill a bowl with water and it’s time to experiment! 

Make a little boat out of each material and test it in the water to see if it will sink or float. Inves-
tigate which recycled material is going to make the best boat for your mini explorer. Remember 

that the boat needs to stay dry and keep water out too. What will make the best boat? Why?  

 

What made the best boat? Why? 

Which recycled materials did you try? 



 

Choose an exciting place that you 

want your explorer to visit. It could be 

anywhere...the Antarctic, the desert, 

the highest mountain in the world, un-

der the sea or even outer space!  

Can you design the perfect outfit for 

your explorer?  

What would they need to 

wear if they were exploring 

the Antarctic? How would 

they keep warm and dry?  

 

What if they were exploring 

the desert? How would 

they keep cool and avoid 

getting sunburnt? 

 

 

Can you design the perfect outfit for an explorer?  
Where is your explorer going? What is it like there? 

Draw and label your explorer’s outfit here. 

















 

 

Daily phonics lessons online. 
 These are available on you-tube.  Please use the link below to access 
the lessons. Choose the lessons linked to your child’s year group. 


